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In its first public comment on the assassination ofPresident Kennedy, the remarks
of the editorc ofThe Nation clearly reveal that
they were aware of President Kennedy's
important tum toward peace, as they quoted
extensively ftom a speech the President delivered at the University of Maine on October 19, 1963. The following is the quotation
from that editorial:
While the ioad to peac€is long and hard,and
full of trapsand pidalls,thereis no reasonnot
to takeeachstepthatwe cansafelytake.ltis in
ban nucleartesting
our nationalself-interestto
sothatallof our citizenscan
in the atrnosphere
breathemore easily.lt is in our nationalselt
interesttosellsurpluswheat in storageto teed
and Eastern[uropeanswho are willRussians
inBto divertlargeportionsof their limited foreign-exchangereservesaway from the
implementsof war

ouradversaries
thatwar
wecouldnotconvince
And withoutour
wasnot in thei.interests.
making
suchane[[orl,wecouldnever,in casP
andmindsthatwe had
ourhearts
of war,satisfy
doneallthatcouldbedoneto avoidlheholodeathanddestruction.
caustof endless

the public,requiresa specificfinding.

Given this editorial and the title which
Ths Nation penned to Feldman's article, one
would think that Feldman had simplyraised
a question of whether Oswald was somewith the FBI. But ifone careAnd then T[e Nationends, "That he had how connected
article, it is clear that
reads
Feldman's
fully
brought us this far-and the polls wouid
going much further Rather
the
author
was
seem to show that he had struck a responthan restdcting himself to a possible consive chord-was the President's finest
nection between Oswald and the FBI,
"
achievement.
had actually assembled a Sreat deal
This editorial was followed by one on the Feldman
ofmaterial
that was appearing in the Press
Warren Commission in the December 28,
which
linked
Oswald to the U.S. intelliand
1963 edition of TheNation.Basedon what
in general and with the
gence
community
The Nation said at that point, its readers
the CIA might well
implication
that
clear
would havehad everyreasonto believethat
here.
The
following are some
connected
be
the magazineintended to take an indepenarticle which
quotations
from
Feldman's
dent critical srandin regardto the quesLion
questions being
the
breadth
ofthe
indicate
quote
A
of a conspiracyin the assassination.
raised beyond FBI involvement:
follows:

ftom its editorial is as
Ihe Nation,too, hasbeencuriousaboutthe
inconsistencies,
gaps,
obviousdiscrepancies,
aspects
ofthethreemurders
andunexplained
buthasresrsted
Tippit,andOsrtald],
IKennedy,
to enLerltheprocess
of specutheremptalion
version
an"official"
ofthefactsis
lationl...until

It is in our nationalselfinterestto keepweaponsof massdestructionout of outer space,to
maintainan emergencycommunicationslink
peacewith Moscowandto substitutelointand
ful explorationof the Antarcticand outeaspace
for cold-warexploitation.

available.
..thepublirshouldmaintaindn alert,sLeplical, wholly criticalattitude,nor shouldpublic
concetn abate merely becausethe Warren
Commissionhassetto work...
The public is entitledto nothinglesslthan all
our part,we intend to
the known factsl...For
ofwhatever
makean independent assessment
"official"reportis eventuallyissued.

In the January27, 1964 issue there appeared a most important anicle, "Oswald
norallofthem
Nooneofthesesmalladvances,
and the FBI," by Harold Feldman, and an
Lrkeniogether,can be interpretedasmedninS
accompanyingeditorial, "The Tasksof the
lheirbasicdim5
areabandoning
thattheSoviets
Warren Commission." Here careful altenand ambitions.Nor shouldany fulure,less
tion to detail is necessarybecausesomething
fdendlySovietaction-whetherit isa stoppa8e
strangebeganto happen.
ora vetoin the U.N.,ora spy
on theautobahh,
The editorial accompanyingthe article
in our midst,or newtroubleelsewhere----cause
us to regretthe stepswe have taken. Evenjf
stated:
should be undone by
Lhesestepsthemselves
ln thisissue,Haroldfeldman...suggests...that
the violationsor renunciationof the test-ban
for the
Oswaldmayhavebeenan informant
treaty,for example,or by a decisionto decline
the FBIhascautioned
FBl....Because
cerlain
still
be
no
rea_
Americanwheat,there would
not to cooperate,it hasbeen
witnesses
sonto regretthe factthatthisnationhasmade
o fythe
the press...lveri
i mpossi bl e...for
to
improve
relatrons.
responsible
effort
every
raises
a question
facts....Mr.
Feldman
thatcalls
bytheWarren
Commission.
The
fora finding
an effort,we could
ForwithoutourmakinBsuch
nottomakea charge
article
ispublished
butto
not maintainthe leadershipand respectol the
that,in fairness
to thefBl and
raisea question
freeworld.WithoLrtourmakinBsuchan effort,
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lfthere is anythingconstantin Oswald'slife, it
is his needof money...
thing
a pauper...But
if thereisanother
...hewas
about LeeOswaldascertainashis indiSence,
it is that he wasoften capableof expenditures
thatwould havecrampedthe purseofa suburban statusseeker.
Afteryearsofsubsistingona marine'spayfrom
which he occasionallysent money to his
mother,he undertakesa trip to Russiawith a
borrows$435.71from
capitalof $1600....He
the United StatesEmbassyin Moscow but,
miable diclu, he rcpaysthe loan between Oc1963,duringwhich
tober,1962and January,
and
time he wasunemployedfor severalweeks
worked for a time asan unskilleddeveloperof
photostaticprint5.
A Miss PaulineBates,public steno8rapher,
whom Oswald paid for typing his notesfor a
book about Russiathreedayaafterhis return,
has said that "he hinted he had gone to the
Soviet{Unionl as a U-S.secretagent-"He allegedlytold herthen that "when the StateDepartmentgrantedmyvisa,they stipulatedthey
could not stand behind me in any way," an
of instruction,
to an
admonitionsug8estive
undetcoverman.
...[he]goesto Mexico City for a week to get
visasfor a trip to Cubaand Russiathat would
havecostat least$1000....After
the murderof
the PreJidenl,
the policefrnd in his room.in
addition to a wad of money,"severalexpen
sivecameras
and rollsof fi1m."
continuedon Page22

The Nation
continued,from page 20
For the Russianperiod, we have the unsupported assertionof ftavda that Oswald was an
Americanspy who made numerouscontacts
with the American[mbassy.This miSht indicatea CIA affiliation.

"l

Returning to The
Nation's editorial referring to this anicle one
searchesin vain for any
acknowledgmentwhatsower that a question is
being raisedby Feldman
about Oswald'spotenrial connection to the
CIA. Rather one finds
the followingr
TheNationhasbeeninundatedwith letters,
and commanuscripts,
calling
attenmunicatrons
tion to this or that discrepancyor Pointjngto
glaringomissionsin the factualrecord ln the
intervalsinceNovember22, certainkey questions have been asked. Doubts have been
raised,forexample,abouttherifle,theammunition,the timinBof the 5hoB,the marksmanship involved,the role of the Daliaspolice,
possiblenegligencein the precautionstaken
of
to guardthe Presiden!etc. The,expression
thesedo'rbtsshouldhelp lhewarren Commissionin its work.

Lest anyone think that The Nation was
cirmpletely unmindful of concems circulating about the cIA, it is interesting to note
that in a completely unrelated editorial immediately following that on the Waren
Commissionand on the samepage,TheN4tion editolialized on a recent press conference which the CIA
held trying to brighten
its image.ln the course
of this editorial The
Nation's editors noted
T h e A m e r i c a np u b l i c
wasgraduallycomingto
the conclusionthat the.
CIA was a self-perpetu
atln8,ever-8rowr
ng, taxeatingorganizationof
spies,schemers
and bunglerc,witha few murdeF
ersthrown in.

From reading this, a
trusting leader might not unredsonably have
gotten the impression that one need not
worry too much about an organization made
up of a bunch of bungling schemers who
have a few murderers hanging around.
In line with the way Tfu Narion editorially
deflected the thrust of Feldman's anicle is its
subsequent coverage ofthe Warreri Repon.

The studious avoidance of any mention
of Oswald's possible involvement with the
CIA obviated the need for The Notion to ad-

On September14, 1964,Ihe Natronpublished
a rather abstrusediscussionby Maurice
of Lawat ColumbiaUniProfessor
Rosenberg,
versity,on the problem that the Warren
itwas merelya
wasassertingthat
Commission
fact-findin8body which was not intercstedin
findinganyoneguiltyand at the sametime fulwho killedPresifillingitschar8eof investigating
dent KennedlaThe Commissionhad rclused
Mark Lane'soffer to serveas a kind of legal
for Oswaldon the commission,
representalive
claimingthiswas not a iudicialproceeding
shortlythereafterthe commissiondecidedto
reverseitselfand appointedanother lawyer,
Walter€. Craig,PresidentoftheAmericanBar
fusociationand designeeforthe Americaniederaldistrictbench,asan "independentlawyer"
to protectOswald'sinterests.

dress a very serious problem in regard to
the make up of the Warren Commission, the
Droblemthat Allen Dulles, the former head
of the Cn, whom Kennedy had fired ftom
rhat position,was sitting right in the center
of that investigative commission. It also
obviated the need for TheN4tion to exPlain
to its readers how the Commission was going to be able to investigate this angle of
the case.Indeed,rather than dealing with
this absolutelycritical point, TheNafion went
off in a completely different direction and
On October 12, 1964, with the Warren
focusedon how much stronger the integ- Repoft now released, T[e Nation assured its
rity of the warren commission had become readersthat its previouslypromisedcritical
in recentweekswith the addition ofvarious evaluation ofthe "ofiicial" account was soon
individualssuchasJ.Lee Rankin ascounsel to appear in an anicle written by Herben
and Norman Redlich of New York Univer- PacketProfessorofLawat StanfordUniversity, and other establishment figures that Tfte sity. And as if to imply that with Professor's
Narioacharacterizedas "men ofthe highest Packer's forthcoming article all the quesintegdty." Thus TheNation expressedthat tions aboutconspiracywould be laid to rest,
there was
TheNationat this point editorialized:
willably
thattheCommission
ampleassurance
majorpublicissues
raised
bythe
Of theseveral
responsibilities WarrenCommission...those
the extraordinary
discharge
relatingto
therole
whichit hasassumed.
of the ooliceand the media-Chaoterv-
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shouldcommandtop priority.
There then follows an editorial discussion in which The Ndtion laboriously discusses the role of the police and the media
in the events surrounding Ruby's murder
of Oswald. Again the anentive and trusting
reader could well have inferred fiom all this
rhat Mr. Packer's soon-to-appear artide, flrs
Nation's promised careful scrutiny of the
Waren Report, would not find the issue of
Oswald's guilt or the issue ofpossible conspiracy to be major public issues any longer.
And sure enough, on November 2, 1964
The Nation renders its oPinion:
At the time the WarrenCommissionwas aPpointed, The Nation took the Positionthai it
would stoutlyresistthetemptationto enterthe
ranksof the rapidlyexpandingarmy of amas freelance
teur "privateeyes"and miscellaneou
iamesBondswho wereeventhen busyasbeaconsPiaciesamon8 un
vers mass-producing
named"oil millionaires"and offeringeachday
a new lheory of PresidentKennedy'sdssassi'
nation.We saidthen (December28, 1963)that
we would not add to theconfusionand uncertainty-unless of course we were able to
presentsome new and verifiablefacts-nor
would we draw any conclusionsuntil an official versionof the factswas available.At the
sametimeweurgedthatpublicconcernshould
not abate merely becausethe warren Commissionhad beenappointed,and advisedthat
its work be kept under closerrutiny. We also
saidthat we would make an independentas_
sessmentof the commisaion'sreport when it
was issued(seearticle, He.bert L. Packer,P.
29s).
We havehad no occasionto regretthesedeci_
sions.On January27, we Gi an articleby
Harold feldman raisingcerta,hguestiots about
the fBl's intetestin C)swaldlmy emphasisl.In
the sameissuewe devoteda secondeditorial
conto theWarrenCommission,
exprcssingour
fidence in the staffand the commissionand
that the
insistin8,aswe had done previously,
ChiefJustice's
inte8rityin the matterwasnot to
be questioned.At the sametime we pointed
out that the questionsrcised about the role of
the fBl were addressedto the commissionand
called for specific findings.The commissiondid
not acceptat facevalue assuances that Oswald
had never been an informet for the FBIot any
kind ol a+entfot the CIA; il checked the peF
sonnelrecords of both agenciesto verify these
assurances.fhis is precisely the kind of specific
findingthatwasneededand theonly kind that
would be acceptableto a deeplyconcerned
world public [my emphasisl.
did itswork
...|nour view then,the commission
well; the reportisan admirabledocumenLand
and the sbff
the Chief Justice,his associates
merit the praisethey have received.The report shouldterminatethe wilder speculations
rumoFmon8ering,
but
and more irresponsible
continuedon page24
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continuedfrom pdge 22

continued ftom pqge 23

itwill not do so.We havehad occasionto experience,with moresadness
of the will to believe(notably
thansurprise,the depthand pervasiveness
was the
assassination
groups)
that
the
President's
amongLeft-of-Center
to be filled
result;f a sinisterconspiracy-thenamesof the consPirators
and
in as need,fancyand biasdictate.Of coursethere are weaknesses
in the report,and it maywell be that factsstill to be uncovuncertainties
eredwill throwfreshlighton thisor that asPectof the Dallastragedy.But
points,we shareMt Packer'sconclusions..
on the essentjal
Tirming to Mr. Packer's anicle on page 296, 'A Measure ofthe
Achievement," one finds that Mr. Packer wastes no time in getting
to the point:
The WarrenCommissionhasadmirablyfulfilledits centralobjectivesby
Kennedy
underwhich President
producinganaccount of ihe circumstances
that is adequateto satisfyall reasonabledoubtsabout
was assassinated
are thrown
facts....lfthereare minor flaws...they
the immediateessentjal
and attimes brilliantjob thatthe cominto shadowby the conscientious
missionhasdone. Only thosewh<-rfor whateverreasonsof personalor
to face realitywill continueto
politicalmyopiacannotbringthemselves
thinkthat the tra8edywasproximatelythe work of morethan one man...

I
I
I

i
I
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It is not long, however, before even the most trusting reader is
entitled to expe ence a sense of disquiet. For it tums out that Mr.
Packer's critical review ofthe Vy'arren Report's findings had been
accomplished without Mr. Packer having available to him the evidence on which the commission based its conclusions.
Instead of carefully studying to what degree the commission's
own evidence was consistent with its conclusions, Packer based
his definitive statement exclusively on the Report, which the commission claimed to be a summary of its evidence.
To cite one example of the quality ofProfessor's Packer's critical review of the work ofthe comrnission one could take the first
offive points which Packer refets to as the "minimd" case against
Oswald. Here Professor Packer asserted that the commission
proved:
11) All of the wounds sustainedby PresidentKennedyand by Covernor
Connallvwere inflicted bv bullets fied hom the reaf and above. This is
demonstrated
by the medicalreporton CovernorConnallyand the au'
topsyreportonPresidentKennedy,ascorroboratedby (a)examinationof
clothinS,which showedthat the first
the bullet holesin the President's
shotthathit him enteredhisbackand exitedthroughthe lower Partof his
neck; (b)the dama8eto the insideof the wind shieldcausedby a spent
bullet fragment;(c) the absenceof any damagethat could have been
causedby a bulletor bulletsfired from the front.
Professor Packer's review ofthe critical physical evidence proceeds in a similar vein. This, then, is a measure of the quality of
The Nation's cridcal review.
That the Warren Repon had virtually nothing to do with the
commission's own evidence was obvious as soon as Salandria's
articles appeared in Liberation. But then Mr. Salandria was not a
member ofthe political establishment whose integrity the estab-

Iishment would vouch for. He was merely an interested,independent cdtical citizen with a capacity to reason unencumbered by
the phenomenonof "Crimestop."
Nor has lhe Nafion'seditorial position ever waveredin the past
rhirty years.Presumablythe editors of the distinguished leftlliberal magazineunderstandwhat is at stake if one rejectsits insistence that as citizens we not question the integrity of the Chief
Justiceofthe United States.+

?EIOBE

I 99?
.tatruaqy-Februar5r,

who darcsquespretendto be surprised
at hisremarks,associatinganyone
of farl War_
tion the WarrenCommissionReportwith the imPeachment
ren movement.
The samedisclaimercan not be madefor Mr. Wirin, who is knownto us
in NewYorkand is knownthrou8houtthenation.And I had neverthought
that the day would come when I would sharea Pladormwith Mr Wirin
and heaahim read a statementfrom Herbert Philbrickand 5ay,"lf Mr
Philbricksaidthatand Mr Lanesaidthat,whatdoesthat makeMr. Lane?"
ofthis estab...NowI know that it is only becauseofthe extremePressure
in quotingCareyMcWilliams,
lishmentwhichMr Wirin sowellemphasized
or l.F Stone,that this unusualstatementwas madeby Mr' Wirin l know
and lknow thatitdoesnot.eflecthis
thathewouldnot makeitordinarily
thinkinggenerally.I havetoo much .esPectfor Mr wlrin, for the or8anihisthinkto believethat it represents
zationwith which he is associated,
ing. And I know that the day will come in America,asit came in france,
12 vearsafterthe convictionof Drevfus.The whole liberalestablishment
said,guilty,glilty, guilty,for 12 years.Dreyfuswas not guilty when the
Ministeroflustice saidit. Dreyfuswas not guiltywhen the liberalsin the
Parliamentof Francesaid it any more than he was Suilty12 yearslater
when the Frenchgovernmenthad the courageand the honor to reverse
it5 position.
And Oswaldis notguilty now---anymore guiltythan he will be when the
U.5.governmenthas
the courageandthe honorto statethat it waswron8.

ArthurSchleslnger,rr,
In the fall of 1967, I receiveda call in Los Angelesfrom a local
TV talk show host, Stan Bohrman. I had met with him several
times and he had become convinced that there had been a conspiracy. He told me that Arthur Schlesinger, the noted historian
and Kennedyintimate, was to be a.guest on his show that afternoon, and Bohrman wanted me to meet with him. He suggested
that I bring my photo materials and that he would introduce us
following the program. When I arrived I was ushered into a waiting area,and there I spreadout some ofthe Zapruder ald Moorman
photos [photos which reveal a gunman on the Brassyknoll] on the
table. Bohrman came in to say that Schlesinger was having makeuP
removed and would be in shonly. He was, and Bohrman introduced us, telling Schlesingerof my purpose. Schlesingerglanced
at the photos and immediately paled, tumed away and said, "I can't
look and I won't look." That was the end ofour meetins.

Flve Professors
By early 1969, I felt I had completed my own researchin the
specific areasin which I had chosen to concentrate. I had from the
beginning attempted to bring the results of my work, as well as
that of others I respected, to the attention of influential individuals in media and govemment with the hope of getting them actively involved. At that time I was in Boston on al extendedbusiness
trip, and found myself with sparetime over a period ofweeks between negotiations.I had believed for some time that what the
movement for a reopening of the Kennedy assassinationlacked
was serious participadon by prominent figures of the New Left
(although my own overall political orientation by that time was
moving gradually away from the left). I knew that a number of
such individuals were teaching at Boston area universities,and I
decidedto try to reachthem.
I contactedNoam Chomsky of MIT, Howard Zinn of Boston
Universitt Gar Alperovitz of Harvard, and a secondHarvard pro-

